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Staff Writer 

Former radio reporter/ producer ex- 
traordinaire Greg Barron is finally 
getting the chance to prove if he can 
do with pictures what he did so well 
with sound. 
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Before he left Minnesota Public Ra- 
dio at the start of the year, Barron 
had accumulated 35 awards, includ- 
ing the Peabody (always referred to 
in broadcasting as "the prestigious 
Peabody/' the highest award in the 
industry) and an unprecedented 
three straight Corporation for Public 
Broadcasting awards in best-docu- 
mentary category. But more than 
that, he had carved a reputation as 
one of the most imaginative report- 
ers in the business. 

Sunday night (9 p.m., Ch. 4) he de- 
buts his highly vaunted talents on a 
new medium, a WCCO Moore Report 
called "Single" (followed at 10:3d 
p/m. with a "town meeting"). Bar- 
ron’s fans won't be disappointed. 

11 should come as no surprise that 
what Barron, 35, does best on TV 
was what he used to do best on radio: 
He puts the human element back 
into the news, lifting his report from 
cuband-dried cerebral to gut-kicking 
emotional by pumping vivid, dramat- 
ic life into w r hat could have been a 
lifeless blob of statistics. 

The statistics are impressive, of 
course. There are nearly 60 million 
single Americans today, more than a 
third of the adult population. 

But Barron, who served as both pro- 
ducer and writer for the show, takes 
us beyond the numbers to the people 
behind them. For' instance, he intro- ■ 
duces us to a pair of singles in their 
mid 39s, Chris and Greg, who have 
developed what looks like a close, 
rewarding relationship. And then, 
right before our very eyes, the whole 
thing falls apart. It surprised even 
Barron. 
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"We had no idea that was going to 
happen," he said. "When we dis- 
cussed Chris and Greg, we thought 
we would end up with a portrait of 
two people in a relationship. And 
then we started to notice the signs." 

The TV crew suddenly found them- 
selves in an interesting-albeit, 
touchy — position. They knew the re- 
lationship was breaking up before 
either Chris or Greg did. 


A review 
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"We started seeing things, like when 
we were filming Chris and Greg at 
the State Fair and Chris holds out 
her hand to Greg but he doesn’t take 
it," Barton said. "We had arranged 
for private interviews with each of 
them, and then things started coming 
out In -he interviews. They had a 
problem before they really knew 
they had a problem. It was a big 
problem, and very quickly every- 
thing fell apart." 

This is not. however, a n obody -lived- 
happih-ever-after story. As a matter 
of fact, noth Chris and Greg are 
quite Snappy when we last see them. 
The image that ail angles are isolat- 
ed in miserable loneliness and frus- 
tration is a concept that Barron, him- 
self single, wants to eradicate. 


"I feel very strongly about all the 
stereotypes there are about singles/' 
he said. Anti he means all the ster- 
eotypes, those that say singles are 
unhappy in their solitude as well as 
those that say they are ecstatically 
wild and carefree. "I wanted to point 
out that there are good aspects to 
being singh and difficult aspects to 
being single." 


Barron chose singles as his first TV 
project because of those stereotypes 
and the pressures they put on sin- 
gles. he said. So confusing are all the 
feelings about singles, Dave Moore 
pomes out during the report, that 
"singles usually are even misunder- 
stood by them selves." 


'Tve seen a lot of people go through 
problems with being single/’ Barron 
said. "I felt very strongly that they 
needed to know that this is a com* 
mon human experience. 1 wanted to 
hold up a mirror so they could see 
that they are not alone." 

But he is adamant that the show Is 
not for singles only. 


"Virtually everyone I know spends 
time talking about their personal re- 
lationships/’ he said. "I think that 
there are a lot of people who are 
wondering if they wouldn't rather be 
single, and wonder what it’s Like. 
And I think there are a lot of parents 
who want to understand why so 
many children of the baby boom 
generation are remaining single." 


It was an ambitious project, he ad- 
mits. 


H T didn’t realize how ambitious it 
was vrhen I started/' be said. "I start- 
ed to realize that it was virtually 
impossible to do everything T wanted 
to do in eight to 10 weeks. We ended 
up bringing in a whole second (pro- 
duction) team, the first time this 
station has done that." 

He also was slowed by his unfamil- 
iarity with his new medium. 

"I was surprised," he admitted. "Vid* 
eo is much more demanding than 
film in terms of lighting conditions. 1 
learned how much of a struggle it is 
to shoot a documentary indoors. And 
i learned that it takes a long time 
before the lights and the camera 
disappear and the subjects start to 
open up/' 

But he learned his lessons well. 
Those who enjoyed his radio reports 
would do well to look him up in h f s 
new* home. 








